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WHAT IS
CAREER AND  
TECHNICAL  
EDUCATION?

LEARN MORE ABOUT CTE AT ACTEONLINE.ORG

CTE is good for students, good for businesses and good for communities.

CTE is delivered at comprehensive and 
CTE-dedicated high schools, magnet schools, 
area technical centers, community and technical 
colleges and some four-year universities. 

CTE students earn industry certifications and licenses, 
postsecondary certificates, associate degrees, bachelor’s 
degrees and higher.

CTE high school students are college and career ready –  

96% graduate high school and most enroll directly in college.2 

Associate degrees in CTE fields  
can pay up to $2.8 million  
in lifetime earnings - and pay more  
than bachelor’s degrees in other fields -  
while limiting student debt.3

CTE is the answer to the  
nation’s projected deficit of  
6 million skilled workers  
through 2032.4 

CTE PREPARES THE  
WORKFORCE ACROSS A  

WIDE RANGE OF INDUSTRIES  
AND OCCUPATIONS. 
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7.8 million high 
school students and 
3.3 million col-
lege and adult stu-
dents participate in 
CTE, learning skills 
in the classroom 
and on the job.1  
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https://cte.ed.gov/pcrn/profile/national/enrollment/2023/participant/secondary/gender/allstudents
https://www.datocms-assets.com/62658/1726526804-the_rising_storm_lightcast_final.pdf
https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/collegepayoff2021/
https://research.collegeboard.org/trends/college-pricing
https://cte.ed.gov/pcrn/profile/national/performance/2022/population/summary/met/secondary/summary
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/ctes/tables/h238.asp
https://www.acteonline.org/
https://research.collegeboard.org/trends/college-pricing



