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Scheduling Appointments with your 

Legislators
Successful organizations are good at effectively communicating and influencing policymakers through education.  There are many avenues available for communicating but the key is to know your legislators and for your legislators to know you and your Career Technical Student Organization, CTSO.
Personal visits are an extremely effective means of engaging your legislators on issues of interest to Career Technical Education.  Legislative members want to meet and hear from their constituents.  On Monday, February 11, Career Technical Education supporters are headed to “The Round House” to meet Members of the New Mexico legislature. 
What We Need for You to Do!
We need you to set one or more meetings on the morning of Monday, February 11.  You should contact your Senators or Representatives in advance by phone, and follow up with an e-mail letter confirming the date and time of the meeting.  Expect no more than 15 minutes for a typical visit.
The New Mexico Association for Career and Technical Education will host a training session on Sunday evening, February 10 at The Lodge at Santa Fe, 750 North St. Frances Dr.   Students will learn and practice proper protocol to use when meeting with their legislators. 
When Making Your Appointment
· Ask for time with your Member of the Legislature.  If he/she is not available, you should set an appointment with his/her Staff.
· Identify yourself as a constituent in the representative’s district.
· Reasons for appointment:  
Recognizing the Member for his/her support of Career Technical Education is the main purpose for the appointment.
Discuss Career Technical Student Organization’s importance to the community and the importance of CTSO chapters to the residents, local businesses and the economy.  Cite specific examples of your program’s success in meeting the particular needs of your area, and emphasize why an investment in CTE is important to your community, state and nation.  

· Be sure to have a business card with your name, address and phone number for follow-up purposes.
